
AP U.S. History – Academic Plan and Syllabus 

(2010-2011) 
 

Course Description 

 

The purpose of AP US History is to allow students to learn about the United States 

through a historical perspective, and determine how past events have influenced 

distinctive time periods throughout our history.  This course includes class lectures, 

discussions, writings, and activities using a variety of historical resources and documents.   

 

Topics for inquiry/analysis include: 

Life and thought in Colonial America 

Revolutionary ideology and Constitutional development 

Early democracy (Jeffersonian and Jacksonian) 

Reform movements in the 19
th

 century 

Manifest Destiny 

Civil War and Reconstruction 

Immigration 

Industrialization 

Populism 

Progressivism 

WWI 

The Roaring 20’s 

Great Depression and New Deal 

WWII (at home and abroad) 

Cold War 

Post Cold war U.S.  

Globalization 

 

Themes for inquiry/analysis include: 

American diversity 

The development of an American identity 

Slavery 

Demographic changes 

Economic trends 

Environmental issues 

The development of political institutions 

Defining citizenship 

Social reform movements 

Role of religion in society  

War and diplomacy 

The role of the U.S. on the global stage 

 

 

 

 



Course Objectives:  Students will have the opportunity to: 

o Develop an appreciation for the study of history 

o Demonstrate comprehension of a broad body of historical knowledge 

o Develop a better understanding of the history of the U.S. in political, 

economic, social, and cultural terms. 

o Improve writing, research, and critical thinking skills 

o Analyze and synthesize data from historical documents 

o Assess the political and cultural impact of literary works 

o Write persuasive essays using evidence and data 

o Effectively argue positions on historical issues/themes 

o Work collaborately to research historical issues 

o Compare and contrast alternate interpretations of historical figures and 

events 

 

Textbook:  America: Past and Present (revised sixth edition) AP edition.  Divine, Robert 

A., et al.  Pearson Longman, New York, 2003. 

 

Selections for discussions, debates and analysis will be used from the following 

resources: 

 

The American Political Tradition.  Hofstadter, Richard.  Vintage Books Edition, New 

York, 1989. 

1) Abraham Lincoln and the self-made myth. 

2) The Spoilsmen:  An Age of Cynicism. 

 

The Cycles of American History.  Schlesinger Jr, Arthur M.  Houghton Mifflin Co., 

Boston, 1986. 

1) The Theory of America:  Experiment or Destiny? 

2) National Interests and Moral Absolutes. 

 

Reconstruction After the Civil War, second edition.  Franklin, John H.  The University of 

Chicago Press, 1994. 

1) Reconstruction: Confederate Style. 

2) Counter Reconstruction. 

 

Race and History:  Selected Essays (1938-1988).  Franklin, John H.  Louisiana State 

University Press, 1992. 

1) The Birth of a Nation:  Propaganda as History. 

2) The Moral Legacy of the Founding Fathers. 

3) The Great Confrontation:  The South and the Problem of Change. 

 

Beyond Suffrage:  Women in The New Deal.  Ware, Susan.  Harvard University Press, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts and London, England.  1981. 

 1)  Women and Social Welfare Policy. 

 



We will also examine other writings throughout the course (listed in course outline) 

including primary and secondary sources and various articles from historical journals and 

web documents.  We will use these documents to respond to Document Based Questions 

that are similar in design to what the students will see on the AP Exam. 

 

Course Outline:  (90 minute alternating A/B block schedule).  This course is broken 

down into 10 units.  Each unit will conclude with a 90 minute formal assessment.  Each 

assessment will include multiple choice questions and essays that are similar to those 

found on the AP exam.  Throughout the course, students will also be graded on the 

completion of other informal assessments.  These informal assessments include DBQ’s 

and FRQ’s, group projects, involvement in debates/discussions, and successful 

completion of class work. 

 

Unit One:  (Sept 8 – Oct 2) 

New World Encounters 

Native American history before conquest, discovery and settlement of a New 

World, Spanish, French, and English exploration and settlements 

England’s Colonial Experiments (17
th

 century) 

The Chesapeake and southern English colonies, ties with Caribbean economies, 

British mercantilism 

New England and the Puritans, religious dissent, colonial politics and conflict 

with British authority, the middle colonies 

 

DBQ:  Explain why entirely different economic and social systems evolved within the 

three colonial regions of British North America even though the preponderance of settlers 

was of English origin.  Use two of the following colonies to compare and contrast as you 

develop your answer:  Massachusetts Bay, Virginia, Pennsylvania. 

 

Families in an Atlantic Empire 

A planter’s world, African-American culture, colonial family life, dissent in New 

England and the Witch trials 

Eighteenth-Century America 

Immigration and demographic change, American enlightenment, the Great 

Awakening, education and culture, colonial politics 

Colonial involvement in British imperial wars, consequences of the French and 

Indian War and the Proclamation of 1763 

 

FRQ:  Discuss the ways the ways that the Anglo-American economic relationship 

changed during the Eighteenth Century.  Further, discuss what impact those changes had 

upon the colonial economy. 

 

 

Unit Two:  (Oct 5 – Oct 22) 

The American Revolution:  From Protest to Revolt 

Roots of Revolution, the role of mercantilism, end of benign neglect, failure of 

`diplomacy, first conflicts 



 (documents:  Common Sense, Declaration of Independence) 

Republican Experiment 

The Articles of Confederation and Constitution, slavery and religion in the 

political process, compromises, struggle for ratification 

 

FRQ:  Compare the strengths and weaknesses of the Confederation and Constitutional 

governments. 

 

Democracy in Distress and Jeffersonian Democracy 

The “Revolution of 1800”, Jefferson and Madison diplomacy, the Marshall Court, 

the Embargo Act, War of 1812 

(document:  Marbury v. Madison) 

Nation Building and Nationalism 

Acceleration of expansion west, the Era of Good Feeling, forging a new national 

identity, transportation and the market economy 

(document: the Monroe Doctrine) 

 

DBQ:  How do you account for the development of political parties in the United States 

during the period 1787-1800?  In your answer, draw on your knowledge of the time 

period in question as well as the included documents. 

 

Unit Three:  (Oct 26 – Nov 11) 

The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy 

 Jacksonian Democracy and the Whigs, Indian removal, killing the bank 

Pursuit of Perfection 

The 2
nd

 Great Awakening, abolitionists and women’s rights, growth of reform 

movements, domestic roles, counterpoint to reform  

(document:  Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments) 

 

FRQ:  Discuss how the American social reform movement evolved out of the Second 

Great Awakening. 

 

Age of Expansionism  

Expansion with the Texas Revolution, Mexican-American War, Industrial 

(transportation) Revolution and internal expansion, nativism, Polk 

 

Unit Four:  (Nov 16 – Dec 4) 

The South and Slavery 

Southern society and the impact of the plantation system, cotton culture, the rise 

of abolitionist movements, slave culture and resistance 

The Sectional Crisis 

The Compromise of 1850 and the Fugitive Slave Law, the impact of Dred Scott, 

financial panic of 1857, political crisis of the 1860 election 

(document: Opinion of the Supreme Court in Dred Scott v Sanford, 1857) 

 



FRQ:  Was the conflict over the settlement of Kansas a rehearsal for the Civil War?  In 

what ways did popular sovereignty stir up sectional tensions in the 1850’s? 

 

Secession and the Civil War 

Secession of the South, adjusting to total war, emancipation, political leadership 

of the North and South, early campaigns and battles, legacy of war, Sherman’s 

March, last stages of conflict, African-Americans and the war, Appomattox 

(documents:  Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address, The Emancipation Proclamation, 

The Gettysburg Address) 

The Agony of Reconstruction 

The politics and economics of Reconstruction, experiences of freedmen, Johnson 

versus Congress, the age of Grant, Compromise of 1877 

 (document:  Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) 

 

DBQ:  What issues arose in the time period 1848-1860, ultimately leading to the 

outbreak of civil war in 1861?  In your response, draw upon your knowledge of the time 

period in question, as well as the information in the documents. 

 

Unit Five:  (Dec 7 – 22) 

The West: Exploiting and Empire 

 Crushing the Native Americans, the end of tribal life, the bonanza west 

 

FRQ:  What impact did the frontier have on American attitudes, behavior, and 

institutions?  Is Fredrick Jackson Turner’s “frontier thesis” viable? 

 

The Industrial Society 

An empire on rails, Carnegie and Rockefeller; an Industrial Empire, the rise of the 

working class and labor unions and unrest 

Toward and Urban Society 

Urbanization, immigrants and the city, renewed nativism, cultural life in urban 

America, educating the masses, the stirrings of reform, the rise of Jim Crow 

 (documents:  Plessy v. Ferguson, excerpt form George’s Progress and Poverty) 

 

Unit Six: (Jan 4-Jan 19) 

Political Realignments in the 1890’s 

The rise of the Populist movement, Coxey’s army and the Pullman strike, the 

Republicans and gold, the Democrats and silver, The Panic of 1893, the 

McKinley administration 

(document:  William Jennings Bryan “Cross of gold” speech) 

Toward Empire 

The close of the frontier and its impact, the lure of the Pacific (Hawaii and 

Somoa, the new Navy, Spanish-American war, the Open Door policy, America on 

the world stage) 

(documents:  The Influence of Sea Power Upon History Alfred T. Mahan, 

“Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine” Theodore Roosevelt) 

 



The Progressive Era 

The changing face of industrialization, progressive reforms and trusts, organizing 

labor, the purity crusade, women’s suffrage, TR’s “square deal”, Taft’s “Dollar 

Diplomacy”, Wilson’s “New Freedom” 

 

FRQ:  Examine Theodore Roosevelt’s actions as president, discussing his reputation as a 

“trustbuster”.  Was that reputation deserved or undeserved? 

 

World War I 

Foreign policy under Wilson, the neutrality policy, war in Europe, war on the 

home front, propaganda and civil liberties, politics behind the Treaty of Versailles 

and rejection by the Senate 

 

 

Unit Seven:  (Jan 25 – Feb 11)   

Transition to Modern America 

The second industrial revolution, the Roaring 20’s, the Red Scare and 

immigration issues, the Jazz Age and Harlem Renaissance, politics and policies of 

Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover, the coming of the Great Depression 

Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal 

The election of 1932, effects of the Depression, FDR’s “relief, recovery, and 

reform” initiatives, economic and social impact of the New Deal, the Supreme 

Court and the balance of power in government, diplomacy and economics of the 

prewar years 

 (document:  FDR’s First Inaugural Address) 

 

 

Unit Eight:  (Feb 16 – March 12) 

America and WWII 

Attempts at neutrality and isolation, the war in Europe and the Far East, 

mobilization after Pearl Harbor, changes for minorities and women on the home 

front, Japanese-American internment, turning the tide against the Axis, war aims 

and wartime diplomacy, the decision to use the Atomic bomb and its 

consequences 

The Onset of the Cold War 

Communism and containment, the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NSC-68, 

the Korean War, the Red Scare and McCarthyism, Eisenhower expands the Cold 

War 

(document:  Eisenhower’s Farewell Address) 

Affluence and Anxiety (1946-1960) 

Postwar prosperity, consumer culture, Truman’s “Fair Deal”, Eisenhower’s 

“Modern Republicanism”, the birth of the space race, civil rights as a political 

issue 

 (document:  Brown v. Board of Education) 

 



FRQ:  Explain how relationships between the Soviet Union and the Western powers led 

to an escalation of tensions between 1946-1989. 

 

Unit Nine:  (March 15 – April 16) 

The Turbulent Sixties 

Kennedy intensifies the Cold War (Berlin Crisis, containing Castro), expansion 

and evolution of the Civil Rights movement, Johnson and the Great Society, Gulf 

of Tonkin and escalation in Vietnam, the counter-culture movement 

(documents:  JFK’s Inaugural Address, MLK’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 

and “I Have A Dream” speech, LBJ’s “The Great Society” speech) 

A Crisis in Confidence 

Rise of conservatism, economic stagnation, ending the war in Vietnam, crisis over 

presidential power, environmental issues, foreign policy and the oil shock, 

feminism and the women’s movement, civil rights and affirmative action 

 (document:  Roe v. Wade) 

The Republican Resurgence 

Reagan and the “New Right”, Reaganomics, Reagan challenges “the evil empire”, 

war and diplomacy in the Middle East, social dilemmas 

 

Spring Break: April 1 – 10 

 

(April 19 – May 5) 

Review for U.S. History AP Exam (May 6, 2011) 

 

Unit Ten:  (May 10 – June 4) 

America in Flux:  Facing the Post Cold War Era 

Changing demographics, post-cold war politics and foreign policy, Democratic 

revival, the Clinton era, changes in the American family, globalization and the 

high-tech economy, the contested election of 2000, September 11
th

 terrorist 

attack, immigration issues, civil liberties issues, the “War on Terror” (Afghanistan 

and Iraq) 

 

 


