
                                                                                                                         August 2020 

 

Dear First Grade Student and Family,  
 

Hello! I am so excited to be your first grade teacher! You are going to 

have a wonderful first grade experience with math, reading, writing, and 

learning about exciting topics in science and social studies.  

You will see old friends and will make new friends. 
 

Let me tell you a little about myself! I grew up in Cadillac, Michigan and come from a large family 

with three brothers and two sisters. I have several nieces and nephews who I love spending time with! I 

currently reside in the Caledonia/Middleville area with my husband, John and 5-year-old son, Jack. This 

will be my 18th year teaching! I taught first grade in Traverse City and Grand Ledge, Michigan before 

making my way to Northview. Staying active and healthy is very important to me. I enjoy spending time 

outdoors, walking, running, swimming, fishing, hiking and biking. I love reading with my son and attending 

musicals and concerts with my family. I look forward to hearing all about your summer, and getting to 

know you and your family throughout the school year. 
 

Unfortunately, there will be no open house this year. We will take the first few weeks getting to 

know one another and adjusting to being back to school. This is a unique year for everyone. It is 

important for us all to be patient and flexible, as we are all in this together. Thank you in advance for 

trusting me with your most precious possession.  I promise to take good care of your child and to treat 

him/her the way I would want my child to be treated. Thank you for your support. 
 

This is year each student will be using their own items rather than sharing supplies. Below is a list 

of suggested supplies that you will need for first grade. Please make sure to send a backpack with 

your child every day.  

Please help our class by taking ALL supplies out of its packaging, and label them with your child’s 

name. Place all supplies inside your child’s plastic container, so it is ready to go on the first day of school. 

For example: crayons, glue sticks, scissors, dry erase markers and pencils all out of their original 

packaging and placed in his/her container.  

Thank you SO much for your support in helping to provide the materials/tools needed to help 

make first grade a successful year! We could NOT do it without you.  
 

 

First Grade Supply List 
 

Please be sure to label all items with your child’s name, except for pencils 
 Backpack 

 Reusable water bottle (drinking fountain will not be in use) 

 1-sturdy, 2 pocket, paper folder *Must have smooth surface-no glitter or other texture                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Headphones: to use with chrome books *Must be out of original package, labeled with your child’s 

name and in a Ziploc or other container for safety and storage.            

 Three ring binder (1/2 inch or 1inch and labeled with child’s name) 

 Plastic pencil container/box (for storing crayons, scissors, glue sticks, etc) 

 2-Black-Expo brand dry erase markers  

 2-Small Glue sticks 

 Small, hand held pencil sharpener 

 1-8-24 pack of Twistable crayons  



 7-12 #2 plain pencils (no decorative/waxy coating) *Must be sharpened prior to start of school. 

 Scissors-children’s blunt tip  

 1-Old, small sock: to use as a dry eraser 

 

Please be sure to check your email for updates from the district, West Oakview and myself to better 

prepare for the first day of school, and as we move through our safe start, hybrid schedule.  

 

First grade is such a special year and I feel so fortunate to be a part of the amazing growth from 

beginning to end. I look forward to meeting you and working together to help your child succeed this 

upcoming school year!  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Kelly Duba 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


